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APRIL ii

ST LEO THE GREAT, POPE
(A.D. 461)

[From the councils, t. iv.f this pope's works in the late Roman edition, and the historians of
that age. See Tillemont, t. xv. p. 141, and Ceillier, t. xiv. p. 316, who chiefly follow Quesnel's
collection of memoirs for his life, Op. t. ii. Diss. I, which must be compared with, and often
corrected by, the remarks of F. Cacciari, in his Exercitationes in Opera S. Leonis, especially
in those De Hceresi Pelagian 1 et De Haeresi Eutychiana.]

ST LEO, surnamed the Great, was descended of a noble Tuscan family,
but born at Rome as he himself and St Prosper assures us.1   The quick-
ness of his parts and the maturity of his judgment appeared in the rapid
progress which he made in his studies.    Having rendered himself a great
master in the different branches of polite literature, especially eloquence,
he turned his thoughts entirely to the study of the holy scriptures and
theology, to which he made the profane sciences only subservient.   " God,
who destined him to gain great victories over error and to subject human
wisdom to the true faith, had put into his hands the arms of science and
truth/' as an ancient general council says.2    Being made archdeacon of
the church of Rome, he had the chief direction of the most important
affairs under Pope Celestine, as appears from St Prosper, a letter of St Cyril
to him, and Cassian's book against Nestorius.    To his penetration and
zeal it was owing afterwards that Sixtus III discovered the dissimulation
of Julian the Pelagian and rejected his false repentance.    It happened
that Aetius and Albinus, two generals of the Emperor Valentinian III,
were at variance in Gaul, and no one being so well qualified to compose
their differences as the eloquent and virtuous Archdeacon Leo, he was
sent upon that important commission.    During his absence Sixtus III
died in 440, and the Roman clergy cast their eyes upon him for their
pastor, judging that he, who for sanctity, learning, prudence, and eloquence
was the first man of his age, was the most worthy and fit to be seated in
the first chair of the church.    The qualifications and virtues which we
admire when found single in others were all united in him to a very great
degree.    This justly raised throughout the Christian world the highest
expectations from his administration;  which yet his great actions far sur-
passed.   He was invited to Rome by a public embassy and expected with
impatience;   but it was forty days before he could arrive.    The joy with
which he was received is not to be expressed, and he received the episcopal
consecration on Sunday the 2gth of September in 440.    We learn from
himself what were his sentiments at the news of his exaltation.   He con-
sidered a high dignity as a place where falls are most frequent and always
most dangerous;   and he cried out,8 "Lord, I have heard your voice

1 Ep. 27, ad Pulcher. c. 4.                      a Cone. t. iv. p. 820.

3 Serm. 2, de Assumpt, sua. c. i, p. 4, t. i. ed, Rom.